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BUY AMERICAN  

 
THE AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT'S BUY AMERICAN RULE 
 
Mesker Door™ meets these qualifications. 
 
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act's, Buy American Rule requires that all iron, steel 
and manufactured goods on construction projects of public buildings or public works projects 
must be produced in the United States. 
 
A. What projects are subject to the Buy American requirement? 
 
The scope of the requirement can be thought of as a three-part test.  A project is subject to the 
requirement if: 
(1) Funds appropriated or otherwise made available by this Act are; 
(2) Used for the construction, alteration, maintenance, or repair of; 
(3) A public building or public work. 
 
Under the first part, most projects that receive funds or a loan guaranteed under the new law are 
subject to the requirement.  The second part of the test- "construction, alteration, maintenance, 
or repair"- includes an extremely broad range of work, but the third part- "public building or public 
work"- almost certainly excludes work done with respect to any privately owned facility. 
 
B. What does it mean to be subject to this requirement? 
 
It means that "all of the iron, steel, and manufactured goods" used in the project must have been 
produced in the U.S. In other words, if any of the iron, steel, or manufactured goods used in the 
project is produced outside the U.S., the project cannot receive stimulus funding. Depending on 
how "project" is defined, the use of any foreign iron, steel, or manufactured goods with respect to 
a small component of a large project could prevent the use of stimulus funds for the entire 
project. 
 
C. Does the nationality of the company producing the iron, steel, or manufactured goods matter? 
 
No. The only thing that matters is whether production occurs within the U.S. 
 
D. Isn't there already a Buy American requirement in federal law? 
Yes, the Buy American Act was originally enacted in 1933. But there are two important 
differences between that law and the provision in the stimulus legislation. The Buy American Act 
applies only to procurement by the federal government, and only requires that the cost of 
domestic components exceeds 50 percent of the cost of all the components. 
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